
HAITI  LUTHERAN MISSION SOCIETY
Sept. 2015: Update by Wally Bogusat, Chairman.

Nothing in Haiti is easy. The year 2015 started with the quarry equipment not working.
This meant that no funds were being generated to pay the pastors and teachers. Part of
the reason for the equipment not working is because funds have not been set aside to fix
items  when  they  break  down  (funds  are  always  needed  for  something  else).  The
equipment is now working after parts where secured and then fixed by repair people
from the Dominican Republic  The months of July to October bring a lot of rain, which
means that the amount of work is less and also the income. Our society, at our regular
Sept. meeting, made a motion to forward $10,000.00 to help with pastor and teacher
support. 

The marble project at the quarry has not started yet. We are waiting for the rainy season
to end before we bring the people from Italy to show the Haitians how to operate the
new equipment that was purchased with a loan. This will happen in December at the
earliest.

The hydro line to the radio / TV broadcasting station is still not finished. A few months
ago the poles they had were taken away for a government project in Port-au-Prince.
Now the border between Haiti and Dominican is closed, so the poles coming from the
Dominican are delayed until it reopens.
In August, tropical storm Erica damaged many of the thatched roofs of the schools. The
Haiti church board estimated the cost for repairs could be $20,000. At our Sept. meeting,
we agreed to send $15,000 to repair most of these roofs.

Pastor Revenel Benoit has let his name stand as a Senator for his area. He did not win
the past election, but another run-off will be Oct. 25, at which time he has a good chance
of winning a seat.  This job would be for 3 days a week, leaving still some time for
church work. 



The manager of the guest house and the quarry, Pastor Lethes, had no transportation to
get around, so our society forwarded $1,500 to purchase a motor bike, instead of using a
taxi. This person is also the Vice-president of Haiti Lutheran Church (HLC). He is a
great help for Pastor Revenel.

At our Sept. meeting we agreed to send 250 Creole New Testaments with Psalms and
also 50 Creole Catechisms for distribution by HLC. Jubilee  is benefiting from what the
church started just over 2 years ago. 

They have a few treadle sewing  machines we shipped. They have a well (drinking
water) beside this church. Another well will be dug soon and also five latrines will be
built  near  the 5 dome houses the Florida group (led by Herb Nordmeyer)  built  this
summer. The costs of the well and latrines were covered by our society. Many more
dome houses and latrines are still needed for this poor / poor area. Wedding dresses and
suits for men are needed for 30 couples who will get married this December in Jubilee.
These will be needed before Oct. 20 so as to get into the container for loading on Oct. 23
and 24.

One pastor went to Haiti in May and one in June to teach for one week and another is
going in Dec. to the seminary in Gonaives. This is to help the lay pastors with their
studies. The cost of sending these pastors is covered by our society. Many other things
are going on as well. You can see that the funds received have been well spent, and the
need continues.


